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1. Executive Summary
This document intends to provide a basis to coordinate the software development process for the BoarderZone.net
namespace.

It covers the most basic issues to ensure the code developed by different people can be viewed, understood and enhanced by
others. For thisto work it is necessary that everybody sticks to some common rules which are outlined herein.

2. Organizational Issues
Documentation has to be kept in non-binary formats only.
-> usage of .txt, .htm, .xml, .rtf, ...
Advantages:
independent of (possibly platform dependent) tools
can be 'grepped' through ...
can be compared with standard diff tools

Test programs go into a sub-package named "test" of the package of the module to be tested.

All identifiers, comments and documentation are to be kept in English
-> |east common denominator of languagesin IT (more folks are comfortable with English than with German)
-> supports afluid reading of the code without necessity to switch between languages (keywords are English anyway)

3. Naming Conventions

Generally according to the Java guidelines, see [FLAN] in short:
Packages: lowercase names (e.g. "net . boar der zone. uti | ")
Classes: mixed case style, starting with a capital letter (e.g. "Super Duper Tool ")
Interfaces: same asfor classes, but DON'T start with the letter 'I' to distinguish them (e.g. "I C i ent Handl er").
Instead the implementing classes should append an "'l npl " to their name. This encourages working with the interfaces
instead of the implementations ...
Methods/Variables: mixed case style, starting with alower case letter (e.g. "get Menber Val ue() ")
Use self describing names rather than cryptic abreviations. The typing overhead for writing the code is worth the better
readability!

Avoid underscoresin identifiers (for better ‘typeability’)

If an identifier contains a commonly used abbreviation, don't writeit in al capital letters (e.g. "MyHTTPHandl er ") but
rather capitalize it asanormal word, e.g. MyHt t pHandl| er . Thisincreases readability.

Give all variable names a one- or two-letter lower case prefix to prevent confusion between variables of different scopes
etc:
1. Scope prefix:



'c' for class statics
'm' for class members
I' for method locals
- 'p' for method parameters
2. Type prefix:
'n' for numeric values of base types
'b' for boolean values
Constants are to be kept in all uppercase letters

Examples:
A globa numeric constant:
public static final int MY_ID = 12345;
A value accessible to al classinstances:
private static boolean chinitialized = fal se;
A member instance of some object
private Soned ass nfQut put Fr ane;
An instance method of some class:
private void nmyFunc(
final int pnValueToSet // this is a comrent for this paraneter

)
t
final int InFactor = 10; /1 a local constant
mVal ue = pnVal ueToSet * |nFactor; // set the nenber
} /1 nmyFunc
4. Coding

All code has to be located under the package net.boarderzone

5. Style
No use of the TAB character, do all indenting with spaces
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