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For this Second Edition, the Thesaurus has been revised in the light of recent research that
has shown how words are really used and has made it possible to give better-matching sets of
synonyms than ever before. This has been achieved using computational techniques to
analyse a very large body of English—the 100-million-word British National Corpus and the
Oxford Reading Programme database, which currently consists of 70 million words and is
growing by about 5 million words a year.

The examples of use have been replaced by generally fuller examples taken from real 
evidence, making it easier for the reader to identify the appropriate set of synonyms.

The number of opposites (antonyms) has been increased, and entries now also include 
related words, prefixes, and suffixes, such as nocturnal at the entry for ‘night’, labio- at ‘lip’, and
-cide at ‘kill’.

The lists of words and names (of birds and animals, types of food, famous people, etc.)
have been expanded in number and scope as well as updated.

mjw
February 2002

Preface
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Arrangement of synonyms
The synonyms in each entry are grouped in
numbered ‘synonym sets’. Major synonym
sets correspond roughly to different senses
of the word in a dictionary, and many 
sets contain finer distinctions, which are 
signalled by semicolons.

The synonyms in each set that are closest
in meaning to the entry word are given first,
usually starting with a ‘core synonym’ in
SMALL CAPITALS. Some synonym sets have
more than one core synonym if two synV
onyms are very close to the entry word but
neither covers the whole sense; for example
at audience, both spectators and listeners are
given as core synonyms. Two different core
synonyms may also emphasize slightly 
different aspects of the meaning of the entry
word. For example, at prosperous, the first
core synonym given is thriving, followed by
a group of words closely related to that 
aspect of its meaning, such as flourishing
and successful. Then, after a semicolon, a
second core synonym, affluent, is given, with
an allied group of synonyms such as wealthy
and rich.

Guidance on the use of
synonyms
Most of the synonyms given are part of
standard English, but some are suitable only
in certain contexts. These are grouped at the
end of their synonym set and given the 
following labels:

informal, e.g. swig, dodgy: the kind of vocabulary
normally only used in informal speech or
writing.

formal, e.g. perquisite, adjure: normally only used
in writing, in contexts such as official
documents.

technical, e.g. occlusion, admixture. Words used in
specific specialist fields are labelled Medicine,
Nautical, etc.

poetic/literary, e.g. forsake, plenteous: normally only
found in poetry or literature.

dated, e.g. toodle-oo, rotter: no longer used by the
majority of English speakers, but still
encountered, especially among the older
generation.

historical, e.g. serfdom, ballista: still used today, but
only to refer to some practice or article that is
no longer part of the modern world.

humorous, e.g. retail therapy, transmogrify:
normally used with humorous intent.

archaic, e.g. bootless, in sooth: very old-fashioned
language, not used today except for effect.

rare, e.g. funambulist, reprehend: not in normal
use today or in previous times.

Synonyms are also labelled if they are used
exclusively or mainly in the English spoken
in a particular part of the world, namely:
British (abbreviated to Brit.), North AmeriV
can (N. Amer.), United States (US), Canadian,
Australian (Austral.), New Zealand (NZ),
South African (S. Afr.), or West Indian 
(W. Ind.).

Note on trademarks and
proprietary status
This thesaurus includes some words which
have, or are asserted to have, proprietary
status as trademarks or otherwise. Their 
inclusion does not imply that they have acV
quired for legal purposes a non-proprietary
or general significance, nor any other judgeV
ment concerning their legal status. In cases
where the editorial staff have some evidence
that a word has proprietary status this is 
indicated by the label trademark, but no
judgement concerning the legal status of
such words is made or implied thereby.

Guide to the Thesaurus
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vii Guide to the Thesaurus

part of speech of the 
entry word

word(s) meaning the
opposite of the entry word;

most have entries of their
own, where a wider choice

can be found

example of use, to help
distinguish different senses

words, prefixes, or suffixes
with meanings that are

closely related to the entry
word but are not actual

synonyms

label indicating the
specialist field in which the
following synonym(s) are
used

combined synonym group
standing for hand over and
hand down

label indicating the region
of the world in which the
following synonym(s) are
used (see opposite for
abbreviations)

form of the entry word for
which the following
synonym(s) can be

substituted

label indicating the style of
English in which the
following synonym(s) are
used

core synonym—the closest
synonym to the entry word combined synonym group

standing for few and few
and far between

label indicating the style of
English in which this sense
of lip is used

brackets showing that the
phrase they contain is one

complete synonym

Major features

assign Overb 1a young doctor was assigned the
task: ALLOCATE, allot, give, set; charge with, enV
trust with. 2she was assigned to a new post:
APPOINT, promote, delegate, commission, post,
co-opt; select for, choose for, install in; Military deV
tail. 3we assign large sums of money to travel budgets:
EARMARK, designate, set aside, reserve, appropriV
ate, allot, allocate, apportion. 4he assigned the
opinion to the Prince: ASCRIBE, attribute, put down,
accredit, credit, chalk up, impute; pin on, lay at
the door of. 5he may assign the money to a third
party: TRANSFER, make over, give, pass, hand
over/down, convey, consign; Law attorn, devise. 

bag Onoun 1I dug around in my bag for my 
lipstick: HANDBAG, shoulder bag, clutch bag,
evening bag, pochette; N. Amer. pocketbook,
purse; historical reticule, scrip. 2she began to unV
pack her bags: SUITCASE, case, valise, portmanteau,
holdall, grip, overnighter; backpack, rucksack,
knapsack, haversack, kitbag, duffel bag; satchel;
(bags) luggage, baggage. 

Overb1locals bagged the most fish: CATCH, land, capV
ture, trap, snare, ensnare; kill, shoot. 2he bagged
seven medals: GET, secure, obtain, acquire, pick up;
win, achieve, attain; commandeer, grab, approV
priate, take; informal get one’s hands on, land, net. 

infrequent Oadjective RARE, uncommon, 
unusual, exceptional, few (and far between), like
gold dust, as scarce as hens’ teeth; unaccusV
tomed, unwonted; isolated, scarce, scattered;
sporadic, irregular, intermittent; informal once in a
blue moon; dated seldom. 
gopposites common. 

lip Onoun 1the lip of the crater: EDGE, rim, brim, 
border, verge, brink. 2(informal) I’ll have no more of
your lip! INSOLENCE, impertinence, impudence,
cheek, rudeness, audacity, effrontery, disrespect,
presumptuousness; informal mouth; Brit. informal
sauce, backchat. 
grelated terms labial, labio-. 
2keep a stiff upper lip KEEP CONTROL OF ONEV
SELF, not show emotion, appear unaffected; inforV
mal keep one’s cool. 

night Onoun night-time; (hours of) darkness,
dark. 
grelated terms nocturnal. 
gopposites day. 
2night and day ALL THE TIME, around the clock,
{morning, noon, and night}, {day in, day out},
ceaselessly, endlessly, incessantly, unceasingly,
interminably, constantly, perpetually, continuV
ally, relentlessly; informal 24–7.
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