Palm Data

by Cool Gadgets

Palm Data is a small, fast, generic database program that runs on almost all Palm devices (see the list of compatible devices below). Using Palm Data you can view, search, edit, create, delete any data on your Palm device. Palm Data comes with 12 databases included: 

1. Area Codes

2. boy baby names

3. girl baby names

4. chemical elements

5. country codes

6. country currency

7. food nutrition values

8. fraction / dollar equivalents

9. international calling codes

10. a mortgage payment table

11. an empty password database

12. state abbreviations

Palm Data always knows which databases are compatible and only allows you to open those that are compatible. New databases will be available for free periodically. Password protection and encryption are supported for included databases or databases that you create. The data is presented in a table format with 10 rows of data per page. There are navigation buttons at the bottom of the screen that allow you to go to the first page, previous page, next page, and last page. If the data in a row is too wide for the screen tap the ">>>" button to scroll right or the "<<<" button to scroll left. Tap on any row of data to bring that row up in a screen which allows you to edit the data. The edit screen can also be used to search, add or delete rows in the database. Here is a list of just some of the ways that you could use Palm Data: 

1. Passwords 

2. Favorite web site addresses 

3. Grocery List 

4. Calories and Fats for foods 

5. Sports Schedules (Baseball, etc.) 

6. Quotations 

7. Sales Figures 

8. Sports team statistics 

9. Golf Scores 

10. Drink ingredient database 

11. Recipes 

12. List of bills and dates they are due

13. Many banks (such as Wells Fargo) offer a CSV download of your account history

14. Acronymns and their meanings 

15. TV Listings 

16. Golf Course Lists 

17. "Step based" programs, such as 7 steps to ...

18. (insert your idea here....)

Instructions for Palm Data

When you first open Palm Data, you will see the following screen:
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To load a database, select the file menu item "Load Database...", as shown below:

The screen will then display the message "Searching all available databases...please wait". While this message is being displayed, Palm Data is searching through the databases on your Palm device looking for ones that are compatible with Palm Data's format. When the searching process is complete, you will see the following screen:


The entries in the list are all the databases found that are compatible with Palm Data. Included with Palm Data by default are the Area Codes and Country Codes databases. You may select one of the entries shown in the list, and tap the OK button to load that database. You will then see a message indicating that the selected database is being loaded (as shown below):


Once the database loading process is complete, if the database was password protected, you will see a password dialog appear, as shown below: 


(Note - the Area Codes and Country Codes databases are not password protected.) When you tap on the OK button, if the password you entered was incorrect, you will see a screen similar to the following:


But if the password entered was correct, the first page of rows in the database will be displayed in the database view window as shown below:


Notice in the sceen shown above, there is a small icon that looks like a lock in the lower left corner of the screen. This icon indicates that the database you are viewing is password protected. If you tap on that lock icon, you can change the password as shown below:


Note - if you remove the password altogether, the database will no longer be password protected.

If you opened a database that was not password protected, such as the area code database, the screen would like like the one shown below:


Now we will cover the features of the database view window (shown above).

First of all, there is an "X" button in the upper right corner of the screen. This closes the current database. If you had made any changes to the database (additions, deletions or editing records) those changes will be saved when the window is closed. In the bottom portion of the screen, there is a row of buttons that allow you to navigate through the "pages" of rows in the database. The database is displayed in 10 rows per page. You can navigate to the first page(|<), previous page(<), next page(>) or last page(>|). If the contents of the rows are too wide to be displayed on the screen, you can tap the ">>>" button to scroll to the right and the "<<<" to scroll back to the left.

In order to edit a row, simply tap anywhere on the row and a screen will be shown that contains the contents of that row in editable fields. An example is shown below:


With this screen loaded, you can make changes to the record and tap on the "Save" button to save the changes. You can also use the same screen to add a new record ("Add" button), delete the record you tapped on to open the window ("Delete" button), or search for a record ("Search" button). You can also access this record window by tapping on the "Recs" button in the lower left corner of the database view window instead of tapping on a record. If you access the window by clicking the "Recs" button, the window will be loaded with blank fields, and the "Delete" and "Save" buttons cannot be tapped. When the windows fields are loaded as blank, you are only allowed to "Add" and "Search". Obviously, you are always allowed to "Cancel". 

To search for a record, in the Record Window, enter the values in the field(s) you would like to match. If you wish to match all values for a particular field, leave it blank. The search is case insensitive and will match any word in the field containing the word you entered. For example, if you have the area code database loaded, and you enter "Calif" in the state edit box and leave the Area Code edit box empty, you will get a search result that matches all states containing "Calif". Below is a screen shot of the search results for all states containing "Calif":


Notice in the above screen shot that the "Next" button on the bottom right of the screen is "enabled" and can be tapped. Tapping on the "Next" button will take you to the next page of records that contains matching rows for the search criteria you entered. Also, notice that the matching rows on the page are highlighted in black. The database is not being "filtered" when you perform a search. 

